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BOROUGH OF CARLISLE 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
Meeting Minutes 

June 24, 2021 

 

Members in Attendance (in person):  C. Muniz, M. Dux, J. Werner, and R. Pinnell 

 

Members in Attendace (via Zoom):   J. Vastine, and D. Maher 

 

Borough Officials in Attendance:  M. Malarich, K. Farrell, S. Taylor, and S. Hamilton 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chairman Muniz. 

 

1. Meeting Minutes 
 

The Planning Commission unanimously approved the minutes from the April 22, 2021 meeting.  

(Pinnell/Werner.) 

 

2. Public Comments 
 

There were no public comments/questions. 

 

3. Land Development/Subdivision Applications 
 

Mark Malarich introduced Karla Farrell, Zoning Officer, who will be filling in until the Borough 

of Carlisle hires someone. 

 

A. Mr. Malarich explained the first application is a request to subdivide a vacant .34-acre on the 

west side of the 1100 block of Franklin Street within the R2 – Medium Density Residential 

Zoning District into two .17-acre lots and construct a single-family semidetached dwelling on 

each lot with associated garages, porches, and a shared driveway.  Borough Staff, including 

Ms. Farrell have reviewed the plans.  Cumberland County Planning Commission has also 

reviewed the proposal.  Staff’s comments as well as County’s comments are listed in the 

Policy Briefing Summary (PBS) distributed to the Commission and attached to these minutes. 

 

Mr. Steve Fleming, D’Angelo Realty Group, 168 Bridge Street, New Cumberland, advised a 

comment remitted involving a minimum square foot conflict of 600 square foot would not be 

an issue because the townhomes being proposed are three story.  There was also a question 

about street trees.  Mr. Fleming advised there would be enough space behind the sidewalk.  A 

comment was made regarding the shared driveways.  The drawing is labeled as such, however; 

there is a property line between so each person will have their own.  There will be a parking 

space inside a garage as well as right outside of the garage. 

 

Ms. Dux asked Mr. Fleming to clarify the total projected square footage per townhome. 

 

Mr. Fleming confirmed the total square footage on the second and third floors would be 1,281 

square feet. 
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Ms. Dux questioned Mr. Malarich as to whether the County Commission always submit 

comments. 

 

Mr. Malarich indicated comments are normally remitted but the number of comments depend 

on the staff member reviewing the plans. 

 

Mr. Pinnell asked if the side yard set back was going to be an issue. 

 

Mr. Fleming advised it would not be. 

 

Mr. Maher questioned the four percent listed on the shared driveway. 

 

Mr. Fleming advised that is the slope for the driveway from the garage to the street. 

 

Mr. Maher asked if that was more of a grade than what was at the empty lot now. 

 

Mr. Fleming said it will be more than what is currently there, however; it is still fairly flat. 

 

Conclusion:  Carlisle Borough Planning Commission unanimously endorsed a Preliminary/Final 

Subdivision and Land Development Plan, prepared by Alpha Consulting Engineers, Inc., on behalf 

of Thomas J. D’Angelo Realty Group, dated April 15, 2021 for the .34 acre parcel located on the 

west side of Franklin Street between 1106 and 1138 Franklin Street, subject to the applicant’s 

acceptance and satisfactory resolution of the conditions listed in the staff report.  (Dux/Werner) 

 

B. Mr. Malarich advised this parcel was the former George’s Flower Shop, the family is looking 

to subdivide and clean-up the property.  The applicant proposes to subdivide two parcels at 

the intersection of G Street and N. Pitt Street with the R2 – Medium Density Residential 

Zoning District into five lots and construct two single-family detached swelling on two of the 

created lots. Borough Staff, including Ms. Farrell have reviewed the plans.  Cumberland 

County Planning Commission has also reviewed the proposal.  Staff’s comments as well as 

County’s comments are listed in the Policy Briefing Summary (PBS) distributed to the 

Commission and attached to these minutes.  

 

Mr. Chris Chiampi, FSA Engingeers, 505 S. Hanover Street, Carlisle explained the George 

family wants to fix up some of the properties, subdivide and sell.  It was noticed in a survey 

that neighbors built over property lines into an unnamed, unopened alley.  There are no issues 

with the comments received by the Borough and Cumberland County Planning. 

 

Mr. Werner asked for an explanation of vacated alley. 

 

Mr. Chiampi said some sections of the alley is currently grass and has never been built.  

Because George’s Flower Shop owns the majority of the land adjacent to the alley, they are 

vacating the alley and attaching it to the adjacent properties. 

 

Mr. Maher mentioned the driveway set back appears to be longer than others. 

 

Mr. Chiampi advised the driveway is longer in order to allow proper drainage away from the 

structures and to avoid a steep driveway.   

 

Ms. Farrell added per the Carlisle Borough ordinance, the minimum building set back is 

twenty-five (25) feet. 
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Conclusion:  Carlisle Borough Planning Commission unanimously endorsed a Preliminary/Final 

Subdivion and Land Development Plan, prepared by FSA Associates, on behalf od DABD Limited 

Partnership, dated May 12, 2021 for the parcels located on the northwest and southwest corners of 

G Street and N. Pitt Street (R2 – Medium Density Residential), subject to the applicant’s acceptance 

and satisfactory resolution of the consitions listed in the staff report.  (Pinnell/Werner) 

 

4. Other Planning Commission or Related Business 
 

Ms. Dux recently attended a Council meeting through Zoom to speak about her concerns with the 

SALDO amendment.  Ms. Dux said the Borough Solicitor informed her the language in the 

ordinance is vague and that was done intentionally.  While she understands, Ms. Dux does not feel 

it is practical.  Ms. Dux added a female member of Council (couldn’t remember her name) agreed 

that the more disputable issues should have a member of Council, staff or the Planning Commission 

present. 

 

Mr. Muniz thanked Ms. Dux for attending. 

 

Mr. Malarich said the SALDO was adopted by Borough Council.  The two applications voted on 

had been submitted prior to the change in the ordinance.  There are a few projects currently in the 

works, one of them being a possible reuse of 800 Belvedere Street; which is the commercial side 

of Walnut Bottom Road.  The applicant held a pre-submission meeting with some of the neighbors 

in that area and a member of staff was present for the meeting.  The other project is at Carlisle 

United Methodist Church and the same procedures are being held set forth with the SALDO 

amendments.  Three (3) Borough Council members and the Borough Manager were present for that 

pre-submission meeting. 

 

Ms. Dux inquired as to how that meeting went and if residents were glad to have the opportunity 

to speak on the topics. 

 

Mr. Malarich advised he was not at the meeting involving the church but understands it was 

“lively”. 

 

Mr. Muniz said there appears to be a lot of concerns about parking but will never know unless it is 

put out there. 

 

Ms. Vastine asked if representation from the Borough would be the norm moving forward and 

whether someone would be present to take notes that would capture all comments made. 

 

Mr. Malarich said it is his understanding that someone from the Borough would be attending those 

meetings but he is not aware of anyone taking notes.   

 

Ms. Vastine added if there isn’t going to be someone taking notes, a disclaimer should be made on 

the Planning Commissions’ agenda as such. 

 

Mr. Maher inquired about the Bedford Street realignment project. 

 

Mr. Malarich explained East Street is a two-lane roadway heading northbound and Bedford Street 

is a two-lane roadway heading southbound.  Complaints have been received about speeding.  Staff 

has been looking into traffic calming, adding a bike lane and additional parking.  A conceptual plan 

was provided to Borough Council reducing to one lane, a bike lane and angled parking.  Stephanie 

Taylor put together an online questionnaire in order to obtain public input.  There are about 160 
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parcels along the corridor, approximately sixty-six (66) responses were received and out of those, 

twenty (20) were residents of the area.  A public meeting was held and fifteen (15) residents were 

in attendance.  Staff has received good feedback so far, some in support and some not.  A paper 

questionnaire will be mailed out to the residents and once that feedback is received, the data will 

be gathered and reported back to Borough Council. 

 

5. Adjournment 
 

Having no further business, the Carlisle Borough Planning Comission adjourned at 6:11 p.m.  

(Werner/Pinnell) 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Stacey A. Hamilton 

Parking and Utilities Supervisor 

 

 

 

 


